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Despite COVID-19,
Asia’s Drug Trade
Expands, Diversifies

Asian government’s seizures
of methamphetamine rose
19 percent in 2020.

By Sebastian Strangio
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New Highs in Narcotics
From Myanmar
Flooding Assam

Brown sugar, Heroin no 4
and Yaba top the narcotics

flowing into India from
Myanmar

‘ By Rajeev Bhattacharya
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Asia-Pacific Drug Trade
Thriving as Gangs Make
Billions in Profits, UN Says
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FILE - Bags of methamphetamine pills are
pictured during the 50th Destruction of
Confiscated Narcotics ceremony in Ayutthaya
province, Thailand, June 26, 2020.
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AAsiads drug | ords have established new manufactur.i
maritime trafficking routes to ramp up the supply of
methamphetamine across the Asia-Pacific

A The value of the drug trade in the region is estimated between
$30.3 hillion and $61.4 billion

A By the time it reaches Australia, the ice is several times more
expensive, drug experts say, worth billions of dollars annually to . | y. =7 ;
the crime gangs who smuggle it who can therefore afford to lose 2 Y i 1\:,- 1 _;,"f
shipments 8 even measured at a ton or more 8 in police e
busts.

A Faced with a flood of meth, drug officials say the only way to

hold back the surge is to stop the flow of precursor chemicals :;’i‘a‘crcaegi‘]fitgSggvv‘g’:’:-i‘]fizil?ﬁwtsrggefnﬂ\e/%ﬁ
into the Golden Triangle. b & O 0

gangsmake-billions-profits-un-
says/6206848.html
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@he Washington Post

Democracy Dies in Darkness - Laos: A gateway for drug traffickers moving meth shipments out
World Africa Americas Asia Europe  Mic Of Myanmar S trOUbIed Shan state.
nsia Trend has accelerated in recent months, exacerbated by

i February's coup and economic collapse in Myanmatr.
Police searched a beer y P P y

truck and found some Authorities arrested driver of a Beer Lao truck in Bokeo

$200 million worth of province, northern Laos, whi-<h
drugs, in Asia’s largest- a notorious drug smuggling zone at the borders of Myanmat,
ever meth bust Laos and Thailand.

Source:
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/20

21/10/29/laosdrug-bust-goldentriangle-
methamphetamine/




Synthetic Drug Trade Thrives In Mekong Region
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Ocean shipments, from Thailand to

places such as Australia, Hong Kong or

the Philippines, have been seized with
nice (crystal met h) ,
o~ well, under electronic goods, picture

South Africa f r a m e S ’ é

T T Republic To Japan
of Korea A

From West
\
Flows of crystalline
methamphetamine,

East & Southeast Asia Crystal meth produced in the Golden
Triangle is also put in teabags, of which
the most commonly sei
¢ 2020 G@uarginn@ango .
= Emerging routes
—=mmp Established routes S Ausm"a © =To New Zealand [\ g
Source:

https://www.reportingasean.net/what
covid-19-syntheticdrug-trade-thrives-in-
mekongreqion/




Methamphetamine Seizures in SE Asia
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Syndi cates are using oOomother shipsb©o
that meet up with smaller vessels, such

as those from Myanmar 6s | rrawaddy
Delta or areas by the Andaman Sea

and pick up drugs they ferry

el sewhere. n

Typically, these are ships that are

swapping their flags, changing their

names and theyore fishing fleet boats
with crews that in many instances are

just pawns in the game, O

Source:
https://www.reportingasean.net/what
covid19-syntheticdrug-trade-thrivesin-
mekongregion/




