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Whatôs Trending 

ÅAsiaôs drug lords have established new manufacturing hubs and 

maritime trafficking routes to ramp up the supply of 

methamphetamine across the Asia-Pacific

Å The value of the drug trade in the region is estimated between 

$30.3 billion and $61.4 billion

Å By the time it reaches Australia, the ice is several times more 

expensive, drug experts say, worth billions of dollars annually to 

the crime gangs who smuggle it who can therefore afford to lose 

shipments ð even measured at a ton or more ð in police 

busts. 

Å Faced with a flood of meth, drug officials say the only way to 

hold back the surge is to stop the flow of precursor chemicals 

into the Golden Triangle.

Source: https://www.voanews.com/a/east-
asia-pacific_asia-pacific-drug-trade-thriving-
gangs-make-billions-profits-un-
says/6206848.html



Laos: A gateway for drug traffickers moving meth shipments out 

of Myanmar's troubled Shan state. 

Trend has accelerated in recent months, exacerbated by 

February's coup and economic collapse in Myanmar.

Authorities arrested  driver of a Beer Lao truck in Bokeo

province, northern Laos, which is part of the ñGolden Triangleò -

a notorious drug smuggling zone at the borders of Myanmar, 

Laos and Thailand.

Whatôs Trending 

Source: 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/20
21/10/29/laos-drug-bust-golden-triangle-
methamphetamine/



Source: 
https://www.reportingasean.net/what-
covid-19-synthetic-drug-trade-thrives-in-
mekong-region/

Ocean shipments, from Thailand to 

places such as Australia, Hong Kong or 

the Philippines, have been seized with 

ñice (crystal meth), some ecstasy as 

well, under electronic goods, picture 

frames,ò

Crystal meth produced in the Golden 

Triangle is also put in teabags, of which 

the most commonly seized óbrandô in 

2020 was óGuanyinwangô.

Synthetic Drug Trade Thrives In Mekong Region



Source: 
https://www.reportingasean.net/what-
covid-19-synthetic-drug-trade-thrives-in-
mekong-region/

Syndicates are using ómother shipsô 

that meet up with smaller vessels, such 

as those from Myanmarôs Irrawaddy 

Delta or areas by the Andaman Sea 

and pick up drugs they ferry 

elsewhere.ñ

Typically, these are ships that are 

swapping their flags, changing their 

names and theyôre fishing fleet boats 

with crews that in many instances are 

just pawns in the game,ò

Methamphetamine Seizures in SE Asia


